Sculpey Oven-bake Clay

Benzie Central High School & Academy After School

Welcome to the colorful world of oven-bake clay! If you are new to polymer clay then
’ \ ’ \ you came to the right place. Whether it’s mixed media, beadwork, sculpting, or home
L J décor, clay allows us to express our imaginations through our hands — and the
\ A ’ medium that allows the most possibilities is polymer oven bake clay. Here’s why:
It will not dry out — with other clay, you have to worry about finishing your
project in one sitting because the clay will dry out and become unusable. Polymer
clay stays soft until you bake it in your home oven.

It’s durable — When you create with polymer clay your items will not crack, shatter or break easily.
Polymer clay starts out soft but when baked in your home oven it becomes strong and durable. Jewelry is
one of the top things people make from polymer clay and you can wear it without worrying that it will fall
apart.

It’s Versatile - You can make jewelry, home décor, sculptures, mixed media and much more! Sculpey®
clays can be used with other crafting mediums to enhance crafts that you already make or participate in.
For example — you can make buttons to add to your knitted sweaters, cover wood signs or frames with
clay for a unique look, add details to mason jars and add embellishments to your cards!

Here are some tips to get started creating with polymer clay:

® Choosing your project — there are over 1000 step by step tutorials in Sculpey’s How To Section:
https://www.sculpey.com/how-to

e Always protect your surface area: Grab some wax paper, disposable foil, a metal baking sheet or
to protect your work area, as polymer clay can affect certain finishes. If you have a glass or marble
workspace you don’t need any additional protective material.

e Condition your clay: Before working with polymer clay, you want to condition it, which helps with its
flexibility. Knead and stretch the polymer clay with your hands, or use a pasta machine.

e Bake your creation: All you need to bake your polymer clay creation is your household oven — you
can also use a toaster oven. Pre-heat your oven to the recommended temperature. Check your
temperature with a pre-baking test or oven thermometer before baking your creation. Pay attention to the
package time and temperature because not all clays have the same directions. NEVER put oven-bake clay
in the microwave. Bake Sculpey III® 275 °F (130 °C) 15 minutes per 1/4 inch (6 mm) thickness

e Store your clay: Following your crafting session, make sure you store your leftover clay in a cool, dry
area. Use a container or bag made of polypropylene plastic — this will have the number five recycling
symbol on the bottom of it.

* To prevent cracking — if you are making pieces thicker than 1/4 inch it is best to create an armature
or center (if making beads) out of crumpled aluminum foil.
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¢ Sculpey III Video (2:51)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXFZyGM8yGo
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OVEN BAKE CLAY

HOLIDAY ORNAMENTS

BC SEEDS After School Program
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Here are some oven-bake clay ornament examples to consider.
Feel free to use your imagination & create your own original ideas.

Press lids or cookie cutters to make a
shape, toothpicks to form holes &
string for a star-like design.

Use a cookie cutter to create easy holiday

shapes. Use a toothpick to form a hole for
hanging.

Roll “snakes” of two colors & twist them
together for a candy cane effect.
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Try mixing colors of clay together
before making your ornament.

Sculpt clay into fun figures or
animals to hang on your tree.

Press objects into clay to create an
interesting pattern & texture.

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by the MI Dept. of Education as part of
the Nita M. Lowery 21stCentury Community Learning Centers
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